First Eucharist Meetings                                        The parent sessions for First Eucharist will take    place on Sun. March 4 & March 18, 2012 from   11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  (Babysitting will be provided.)
The children will gather on Sun. April 15 in       the hall for Bread Baking , prayer and a review      of  what they have learned.  They will meet       from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  
Rehearsal for First Eucharist will be held on Sat. May 5, 2012 at 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in the Worship Space. The Celebration of the Sacrament of First Communion is scheduled for Sun. May 6 at 2:00 p.m.
The proper sequence, according to the guidelines of the Church, is for the child to celebrate Reconciliation before First Eucharist.  Therefore, children in grades 2nd – 6th who   have celebrated their First Reconciliation can register for this program.
Registration and Fees

If you pre-registered and paid your fees you are ready for classes and will receive a confirmation letter in the mail in early Sept.  The following fees are requested at the time of registration to meet current book and supply expenses: $40.00 per child, up to a maximum of $120.00 per family (registered parish members). An additional fee of $ 40.00 per child will be required for those who are participating in the sacramental preparation program.  Fees for families not registered in the parish are double those listed above. No family will be denied religious education for financial reasons. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  (CLOW)
At the 4:30 p.m. Saturday Mass and at the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Mass, children ages 4-4th grade are invited to a special Liturgy of the Word service. Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a worship experience geared especially for children.  It mirrors the worship experience of the larger community, with a style that is engaging and interactive.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word offers an experience for the children to hear the scriptures in words they understand and to share their own understanding of God’s Word.  This program will begin Sept. 10/11, 2011 and end April 28/29, 2012.  No registration is necessary – the children should just come forward when called after the opening prayer.
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VBS will take place July 23 -27, 2012 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day.  Mark your calendars for this fun-filled week of prayer, music, crafts and stories.  

Director
Mary Ann Fairbank, the Director of Religious Education and Youth has 23 years of professional ministry experience.  She holds degrees in Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry from the College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN. Born and raised in Des Moines, IA.  Mary Ann has lived in Colorado for 23 years. She and her husband Rob have two sons: Chris (18 yrs.) and Will (15 yrs.).
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In our R.E. program at COTM, parents work in partnership with catechists to pass on our faith story and tradition.  This model uses a shared Christian Praxis model in small groups led by a catechist whose role it is to proclaim Christ’s message, to help form community among the children, to instruct classes in Catholic worship and prayer and to motivate youngsters to serve others.
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Pre-School (ages 4 and 5)
The Pre-School program at Christ on the Mountain uses the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, (CGS) a program based on scripture using the Montessori system of education.  The children attend class in the “Atrium” located at the bottom of the stairs in the Parish Hall.  The “Atrium” has been carefully created to provide the children with opportunity to have a hands-on experience of the liturgy and many stories of the Bible.  The Pre-School program is offered at 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays.  All classes will last 1 hour. Classes will begin Sept. 25, 2011 and end on April 29, 2012. See calendar for specifics about breaks/vacations.
If your child is interested in joining our Children’s Choir – please contact Laura Barnes at 303-988-2222.  The Children’s Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning on Sept. 21 and sings at all the Family Masses as well as on Christmas Eve. Children ages 4-12 are welcome to join.
Elementary (grades 1-6)
The elementary program interweaves life experience into each session.  Each grade level studies a different aspect of our faith including the Creed, Sacraments, Ten Commandments and Sacred Scripture.  Opportunities occur during the year for prayer, liturgical celebrations and service projects, so that growth in faith is seen as more than just acquiring information.
1st – 6th grades meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. and last for one hour.  Classes are held in the Parish Hall and the surrounding classrooms.  Classes begin on Sept. 25 and meet weekly except when there is a school/holiday break. Classes will end on April 29, 2012.
Family Masses will be held on the Second Sunday of the month at 10:15 a.m. on Oct. 9,   Nov. 13, 2011.  Jan. 8, Feb. 12 and March 1, 2012.  Our closing Mass will be on April 29, 2012.  
Family Projects will be held on Oct 30, 2011 and February 26, 2012 during regular class times.  More information will come home with your students prior to these projects.
Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Sat. April 7, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.  Children ages 2 – 11 are invited to attend.  Don’t forget to bring your basket & a snack to share!


Parental Involvement - Preparation for sacraments is a joint endeavor involving the parish and the parents, and includes both classroom instruction and parental sharing.  The parish assists the parents in the faith-sharing process to help the children appreciate what they are about to celebrate.  For each sacrament we require two parent sessions and one child session to aid in preparation and understanding of the sacrament. 

Diocesan directives advise us that the “Catechesis for the sacrament of Reconciliation is to precede First Communion and must be kept distinct by a clear and unhurried separation.”
FIRST RECONCILIATION
This program introduces the children to the scriptural concepts of God’s unfailing love and mercy, sin and forgiveness.  Parents are expected to attend two orientation sessions.  They will be held on Sundays Oct. 16 and Oct. 23 from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  (babysitting will be provided) The children will meet on Thurs. Nov. 10 from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the worship space.  The families will then join with the rest of the Christ on the Mountain community at a communal celebration of Reconciliation which is scheduled for Tues. Dec. 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. Children in 2nd – 6th grade can register for this program.
FIRST EUCHARIST
Preparation for First Eucharist includes two required sessions for parents. These sessions serve to gather parents as adult Christians in order to discover deeper insights concerning the Eucharist.  They also provide a help for parents in working with their children at home.  In addition, there is one session for children, which will reinforce the parental preparation with experiences using Bible stories, video, discussions, prayer and bread baking. 






