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“Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan 

to be baptized by him.” (Mt 3:13) 

Celebrating the Embrace of God  

DECIS ION TO BAPTIZE 

 
Contact the parish office at (303) 988-2222 for 

clarification of any details and procedures, or for 

further assistance, and to arrange the date of   

Baptism after previous information is carefully 

studied. 

Contact the parish office on the week before the 

Baptism to make sure you are scheduled for the 

proper date and time. 

Occasionally, because of parish affiliations,       

Baptisms are requested in the parish from others 

outside our parish boundaries. These require a 

permission form from the parish where the     

parents are registered. Requirements for such can 

be clarified through the office. 

Also, a form will be required for COTM         

parishioners wishing  to have their child baptized 

outside Christ on the Mountain boundaries. 

PARISH REQUIREMENTS 

 

Requirements to assist in the preparation of your 

child’s Baptism 

1 Mandatory attendance at Baptismal class by    

parents, and godparents, unless they have      

attended a baptismal class within the past 2 years. 

These classes are generally held once a month. 

One session is required. Please contact the parish 

office, (303) 988-2222, for specific dates and to 

register for the class. A $10 fee is charged for 

materials used in the preparation class. 

2 If registered in another parish written permission 

will be needed from that Parish to baptize at 

COTM. 

3 Godparents must meet the prerequisites stated 

above. If godparents are registered in a parish 

other than COTM, a letter or form from that 

parish is required which attests to their Catholic 

standing. 

4 Office verification of all information is required 

two weeks before Baptism, or rite is subject to 

postponement. 

 

There is no fee for Baptism, a stipend (free-will)    

offering is left to conscience of the parents or        

godparents.  

WATER AND SPIRIT 

In Baptism we become members of the Body of 

Christ, sisters and brothers of our Redeemer, 

and children of God.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
(303) 988-2222 

 Fr. David Allen  Pastor 

 Mike Fletcher  Deacon 

 Ann Nelson  Parish Office 

Baptism  



BAPTISM 
 

The Church’s official policy on Baptism 

The new code of Canon Law 

 

For an infant to be baptized lawfully it is required 

that there be a well-founded hope that the child will 

be brought up in the Catholic religion. The parish 

priest may feel that the baby’s parents or godparents 

are unable or unwilling to fulfill their responsibility of 

raising the child as an active, participating member of 

the Catholic community. They may have perceived 

baptism simply as a social ritual, without any real 

awareness of, or concern for, the obligations that 

baptism places on the infant’s parents or godparents. 

If such a hope is truly lacking, the baptism is, in   

accordance with the provisions of particular law, to 

be deferred and the parents advised of the reason 

for this (Canon #868). A final point is that Canon 

#868 does not say baptism is to be refused, but ra-

ther deferred. That is the priest is not to refuse bap-

tism outright but rather postpone the baptism until 

he judges the parents and godparents to be capable 

of meeting their obligations. 

 

CHRIST IAN NAME 
Baptismal or Christian Name 

The Baptismal name chosen by the parents for the 

child is not to be foreign to Christian sentiment 

(Canon #855). The name of a saint is highly encour-

aged since it presents a positive role model for the 

baptized child to grow with and the child is assured 

of his/her intercession throughout their life. 

B A P T I S M A L    I N F O R M A T I O N 

SPONSOR GODPARENTS 

 
Prerequisites for a Sponsor (Godparent) for Baptism  

The Code of Canon Law and                                   

The Rite of Baptism for Children 

The Code details various criteria regarding those whom 

the parents choose as godparents. Canon #874 stipulates 

that to be permitted to take on the function of godparent 

a person must:  

1 be designated by the parents of the one being       

baptized  

2 have completed the 16th year of age, or the pastor or 

minister has granted an exception for a just cause 

3 be a Catholic who has been baptized, confirmed     

and has already received the sacrament of the Holy 

Eucharist and who is living a life consistent with faith 

and the responsibility of a godparent 

4 not be bound by any canonical sanction 

5 not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized 

In special cases a baptized believing non-Catholic may be 

admitted along with a Catholic godparent to serve as a 

Christian witness of the fact of Baptism. The Christian 

witness does not replace the godparent. With regard to 

the number and gender of godparents, there may be either 

a godfather and a godmother or one godparent of either 

gender. If there is one godparent and one sponsor or  

witness, they may be of the same gender. 

It is recognized that there are some cultures in which it    

is traditional for more than two people to be designated   

as godparents. In such cases the parents must determine 

which two people, who meet the requirements of Canon 

874 above, will have their names inscribed on the        

baptismal certificate. 

PROXY GODPARENTS  

 
Use of Proxy Godparents in Baptism 

If the godparents for the child’s baptism are unable to 

be present for the actual ceremony, the parents can 

elect to have a person or persons stand as proxy god-

parents for the ceremony. If assistance is needed in 

choosing a proxy godparent, COTM will recommend to 

the parents the names of parishioners who may want to 

act in the role of proxy. If parents request, proxy god-

parents may attend our Baptism Preparation Class in 

order to gain a better insight relating to their actual 

participation in the baptism ceremony. 

The actual godparents who reside elsewhere or who 

otherwise cannot be present for the ceremony must 

meet the requirements for godparents outlined in the 

COTM Baptism Information Book. They must also  

attend a Baptism preparation class, preferably in the 

parish where they are registered, and obtain a letter 

from that parish as outlined in the COTM Baptism  

Information Book. It is the responsibility of the parents 

to advise the godparents of the requirements and to 

follow up on the progress. 

When the record of baptism is entered into the parish 

registry, the names of the actual godparents are entered 

as the designated godparents. 

Specific problems not covered in the information book 

should be referred to the pastor for resolution. 
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